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Fulfillment 


In speaking with you on 
this topic of Fulfillment, we 
find often in our lives, this 
great need to fulfill the multi- 
tude of desires that we experi- 
ence each day of our life. And 
so our mind ever dictates the 
way to the fulfillment of that 
which it seeks. Because it is 
the mind that is doing the 
seeking for the fulfillment of 
its desires, then it is, of course, 
in keeping with the law that it 
would be our mind that would 
judge and dictate the way. 
This philosophy, The Living 
Light, clearly shows that de- 
sire is the Divine Expression. 
And being Divine, its fulfill- 
ment is ever present. And so it 
is that when we still our mind, 
when these desires rise up into 
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By Richard P. Goodwin 


our conscious awareness and 
when we still the mind, in that 
moment do we awaken to the 
demonstrable eternal truth 
that the fulfillment of every- 
thing is ever within us. Be- 
cause we have in our educa- 
tion and our upbringing been 
trained that it is our mind that 


God is an Intelligence, 
infinite, eternal, that is 
ever working through us, 
not to us. 


must work, that must find 
these many devious ways to 
attain and to fulfill whatever it 
seeks, we have grown to rely 
upon a vehicle that was de- 
signed to be used by our 
eternal soul and spirit and 


FULFILLMENT 


never was designed to be the 
master of our ship of destiny. 
Sooner or later in these multi- 
tude of experiences that we 
encounter in life, sooner or 
later we slowly and gradually 
awaken to that simple truth — 
that though our mind can do 
many things, it cannot and 
will not do everything for it 
was never designed for that 
purpose. 

And so it is so important 
to pause more often in our 
daily thoughts and activities. 
When we encounter these 
problems that we encounter, 
when we encounter these 
seeming great struggles, when 
we have tried with our minds 
to do all that we think we can 
do, then it is time to give it to 
something — something that is 
greater than the limited 
vehicle of our mind — some- 
thing that has the power to 
sustain all our thought. So 
often you hear of the benefits 
of learning to think positive, 
of the detriments of thinking 
negative. And so it is that 
when these positive thoughts 
and their counter-balancing 
negative thoughts have had 
their heyday, so to speak, in 
our life, they neutralize each 
other and at that moment we 
give up the dictates of the 
mind and begin to experience 
the humble joy of our eternal 
being. 


The lessons of life are hard 
or soft depending on how you 
look at life. And how you 
look at life establishes your 
own attitude of mind. If you 
will make the effort to see the 
good in everything, to see the 
good in all thought, to see the 
good in all experience, then 
you will by seeing the good 
first have risen the good 
within your own conscious- 
ness. 


God is an Intelligence, infinite, 
eternal, that is ever working 
through us, not to us. 

Remember, my friends, 
there is no power anywhere, 
there never has been any 
power at any time, that is 
greater than the power that is 
within you. For God is not 
some Intelligence that is work- 
ing to you and for you. God is 
an Intelligence, infinite, 
eternal, that is ever working 
through us, not to us. So 
many people seem to mis- 
understand that simple truth 
of Spiritualism. God can only 
do for you what you allow 
this Infinite Intelligence work- 
ing through you to do for you. 
For it is a neutral divine in- 
telligence. It will sustain and it 
will support any thought you 
choose to entertain in your 
mind. That is known as the 
free will, the divine free will 
(continued page 5) 3 


How the magnetic ties of earth life link spirits together hereafter. 


A WANDERER 


in the 


SPIRIT LANDS 


by Franchezzo 


AMUSEMENTS IN A GREAT CITY OF HELL 


CHAPTER XXII 


Continued from last issue — 

“Bethink you how many 
ages have passed since the 
world was young and how 
much improvement there has 
been in the lives and thoughts 
of the men who dwell upon it, 
and shall we not suppose that 
even ordinary reason might ad- 
mit it must naturally be due to 
the influence of those who 
have returned to earth to warm 
others from the precipice over 
which themselves had fallen in 
all the pride and glory and lust 
of sin. Is it not a far nobler 
Ideal to place before men—the 
idea that God sends these his 
children (sinful and disobedi- 
ent once if you will, but re- 
pentant now), back to earth as 
ministering spirits to war and 
help and strengthen others 
who struggle yet in the un- 
regenerated sinfulness of their 
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lower natures rather than be- 
lieve that he would doom any 
to the hopeless, helpless 
misery of eternal punishment? 
You and I have both been 
sinners — beyond pardon, 
some of the good of earth 
might have said — yet we have 
found mercy in our God even 
after the eleventh hour, and 
shall not even these also know 
hope? If they have sunk lower 
than we, shall we therefore in 
our little minds set limits to 
the heights to which they may 
yet climb? No! perish the 
thought that such horrors as 
we have looked upon in these 
Hells could be eternal. God is 
good and his mercy is beyond 
any man’s power to limit.” 

We descended now from 
the tower and entered the 
city. In one of the large 
squares — with whose earthly 
(continued page 30) 
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continued from page 3 
that man in his evolution has 
earned. And having earned this 
free will of choice, with it 
came the weight of responsi- 
bility, the ability to respond 
intelligently to every experi- 
ence that we attract in our life. 
So often when we have 
these so-called negative experi- 
ence, we immediately blame 
causes or forces outside and 
beyond our control. The rea- 
son that we do that is very sim- 
ple. Whatever we can blame 
outside as the cause of our 
problem, we do not have to 
face personal responsibility for. 
And therefore we have to make 
no changes in our attitude, no- 
changes in our thought, no 
changes in our feelings. 


God can only do for you 
what you allow this Infinite 
Intelligence working through 
you to do for you... It will 
sustain and... support any 

thought you choose to 
entertain in your mind. 
That is known as the... 
divine free will. . . 


So my friends, the moment 
that we stop blaming outside 
for what is truly going on in- 
side, in that moment, will we 
stop denying demonstrable 
eternal truth which is known 
as personal responsibility. For 
when we deny truth we deny 


j God. And when we deny God, 


we deny the experience of 
abundant good in our life. We 
know that acceptance is 
demonstrably the Divine Will, 
the will of God for there is no 
experience, there is no 
thought, there is nothing in all 
of the universes that is not 
sustained by the Infinite In- 
telligence. There is neither 
good or bad, there is only un- 
developed good. It ever 
depends on our evolution and 
our viewpoint. If God does 
not judge man and life herself 
reveals that truth, then who is 
man to judge — first himself 
and then another? Remember 
he who judges another has 
first judged himself. 


... the moment that we 
stop blaming outside for 
what is truly going on inside, 
in that moment, will we 
stop denying demonstrable 
eternal truth which is known 
as personal responsibility. 


And so it is, my friends, 
the more we judge ourselves, 
the more we judge another, 
ever in keeping with that 
simple law that we cannot 
grant to another what we have 
not first granted unto ourself. 
If you find yourselves in- 
tolerant with others, be rest 
assured you are equally in- 
tolerant with yourself. And 
(continued page 7) 5 
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“I find it very relaxing. I come 
in with my problem and leave 
with a great feeling.” 


kK K KR K 


“Many thanks — 


service.”” 


a great 


* ok K OK 


“This is my 38rd visit, and as 
usual, I felt very good about 
it. I truly enjoyed the service.” 


* K K K * 


“Enjoyed every minute and 
found the time well spent. It 
gave me courage to pursue my 
objectives.”” — A. G. 


* KOK KO 


“Yes, thank you!! I’m filled 
with gratitude!!!” 
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“T felt the service was very en- 
lightening. I found it very in- 
teresting. I would like to be- 
come a member of this group. 
I feel the members of this con- 
gregation are fortunate be- 
cause they are on the right 
path.” — L. A. 


* Ok OK OK OK 


“It’s a real comfort to me to 
be able to come here—exactly 
the way that I am and exactly 
the way that I am thinking— 
and feel the joy and warmth 
and love that is within me 
which I sometimes lose track 
of. I also appreciate the casual- 
ness and relaxing format in 
which I can get back in touch 
with my true essence. I thank 
you all for this gift.”—J.L-L. 


* OK * K 


“Enjoy it and was enlightened 
by the services. Thank you.” 


FULFILLMENT 


continued from page 5 

that intolerance deprives you 
of the happiness and the joy 
of living. You don’t have to be 
intolerant, for the greater your 
intolerance the less your suc- 
cess in life, the greater your 
judgments, the greater your 
denials of God. We don’t have 
to live that way, it is only an 
error of our own ignorance. 
For each time we express in- 
tolerance, remember, that very 
expression controls our own 
life. Acceptance, the Divine 
Will, is what truly keeps us 
free from these many so-called 
traps in creation. Whatever it 
is that you are working your 
way through, if you will 
accept that great truth, that 
by the law of coming to you it 
shall go for that is the law of 
evolution. And as it has been 
attracted to you ever in keep- 
ing with the law that you 
alone have established, so it 
shall serve its purpose and pass 
on, coming to you as a lesson 
necessary for you, that you, 
all of us, may awaken — that 
life in truth is ever as we take 
it, and it is just the way that 
we alone choose to make it. 
We have that wonderful divine 
birthright of choice. Let us be 
more consciously aware of 
each moment. Let us look at 
the experience and choose the 
good that is in it. Let us not 
spend so much time trying to 


analyze how it got to us until 
it has passed from us. For 
energy follows attention. The 
more attention you _ place 
upon the obstructions in your 
path in life, the more obstruc- 
tions shall you have, for he 
who sees the obstruction never 
finds the way. It is our atten- 
tion that is directing this God- 
energy that is flowing through 
us. And being Divine Energy, 
it can be used by us for a 


... the more we judge 
ourselves, the more we judge 
another, ever in keeping 
with that simple law that we 
cannot grant to another what 
we have not first granted 
unto ourself. 


greater, more beautiful evolu- 
tion or a difficult and seeming 
disastrous one — every lesson, 
every experience, being the ef- 
fect of our willingness or un- 
willingness to change. There is 
nothing your mind can view in 
all of creation that is not in a 
process of constant change. 
Our minds are an inseparable 
part of creation, and being an 
inseparable part of creation, 
their very nature, is change. It 
is when we hold to our 
thoughts, and when we hold 
to things, that’s when our 
struggle begins. 

So often in these years, in 
this teaching, I have heard 
(continued page 9) 7 


The incomprehensible—a thought passing under name of ‘infinity.’ 
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by Andrew Jackson Davis 


A NATURAL HOME NOT MADE WITH HANDS 


Continued from last issue— 

When I say that this or that is 
‘incomprehensible,” the term 
is used with its exact meaning. 
Think a moment, and you will 
acknowledge that, while you 
may say from memory that 
the apparently empty space 
between the earth and the sun 
is ninety-five millions of miles, 
your mind does not contain 
the statement as a conscious- 
ness. It is solely and mechani- 
cally a matter of intellect, 
which works among facts and 
figures as a mechanic works 
with his tools; next, the state- 
ment enters into your memory, 
which is a mental writing-desk 
well supplied with pigeon- 
holes for the safe-keeping of 
important memoranda; but 
your consciousness cannot 
intuitively accept it as a self- 
evident realization. All your 
soul receives from the intel- 
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lectual statement is a feeling 
of an oppressively immense 
“‘distance.”’ And this feeling is 
capable of an indefinite ex- 
pansion, until it begins to urge 
the intellect to contemplate 
the incomprehensible. 

The incomprehensible is a 
thought which passes in society 
under the name of “‘infinity,”’ 
which starts (in the child 
mind) with a few inches ora 
mile, and then progresses with 
experience until thousands 
grow into millions, millions 
into billions, billions into 
trillions, etc.; or until numbers 
multiply beyond the possi- 
bility of mathematical expres- 
sion, and then, when the word 
is rightly used, the intellectual 
result is called the “‘infinite.” 

From this disgression I 
return to the subject of human 
occupation, travelling, and 
progression, in our _ next 
(continued page 26) 
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continued from page 7 
students say how difficult it is 
for them to let go. But we can 
look at our life and we can 
clearly see it is only difficult 
to let go of the things that we 
choose to be difficult to let go 
of. For there are many things 
in our life that we have let go 
of so very easily. So what we 
really mean to say is there are 
certain things that we have 
judged somehow to be of 
value to us, be they thought or 
thing, and those thoughts or 
things are difficult to let go of. 
Think of nature — God’s 
demonstration before our eyes 
and senses — day in and day 
out. Do you let your breath go 
easily? If you do, you will 
have no difficulty in getting it. 
For what comes with great 
difficulty, goes with great 
difficulty. This ever moving 
Intelligence, regardless of our 


The more attention you 
place upon the obstructions 
in your path in life, the more 

obstructions shall you have 
for he who sees the obstruc- 
tion never finds the way. 


thought, will ever continue to 
move. If we choose to move 
with it, we indeed will sail 
serene on the sea of time. We 
will see many things upon the 
shore but none will hold us 
from our eternal destination — 


a return home to where the 
peace that passeth all under- 
standing is waiting this mo- 
ment for us. For this spiritual 
abode from which we have 
wandered is not something 
that we will automatically go 
to at so-called death when we 
leave our physical body. We go 
to it now — we make that ef- 
fort today or we do not find it 
tomorrow. 


Don't blame God for your 
lack of effort, for God gave 
you that divine choice to 
make no effort if that’s 
what you want to do. 


For all of our experiences 
this day are establishing the 
laws of our tomorrow. It is 
entirely up to us. We can make 
it as great, as wonderous, and 
as beautiful as we alone 
choose. And if we will re- 
member that it is in keeping 
with that law of personal re- 
sponsibility — that it is up to 
us, not some spirit somewhere, 
not some God far off in space. 
That will never do it for us for 
this so-called God is within us. 
Don’t blame God for your 
lack of effort, for God gave 
you that divine choice to 
make no effort if that’s what 
you want to do. But that very 
same God in His Infinite Wis- 
dom, will support whatever 
you choose to do. 
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Thank Thee, O God, for 
the demonstrations of Thy 


love which surround us. 


Dieading 


To many people, it has be- 
come obsolete to ‘fallin love,” 
or to “be in love” and these 
terms have been replaced by 
terms such as “meaningful re- 


lationships” and ‘attach- 
ments.”’ But love is far from 
being “dead” — rather, our 


understanding of love has been 
expanded and is no longer 
limited in its expression — to 
persons and things. It is love 
that holds everything together 
— from our attachments to 
another, to our attachments to 
patterns of mind, even to the 
stars in the universe. 

Love, a soul faculity, can 
be either used or abused. 
When it is directed toward 
power, money, and self, love is 
being abused. The effect of 
this expression of love has 
caused wars, disease, and 
brought much suffering to 
man. When love is directed to- 


ward good, toward something 
greater than the self, then love 
is being used for God. Divine 
love is defined in The Living 
Light’ philosophy as Total 
Consideration which means 
totally considering all factors 
—loving what is right and good 
more than oneself or one’s 
own needs and desires. 

Thus, when man confines 
his love to love of another per- 
son, place, or thing, he has 
limited himself. It is when 
man loves all life, when man 
loves the universal laws of the 
universe, when man loves 
goodness more than any per- 
son, place, or thing that man is 
exercising Total Consideration 
and is expressing Divine Love. 
No, love is not dead — it is just 
in the process of being ex- 
panded, expanded to consider 
more than our limited minds 
can imagine. 


DMenediction 


O God, may our love for 
Thee be as great as Thy love 
10 


for us. 


‘Today’s View of Past Frrontiers 


GEORGE B. CUTTER 


Article taken from CENTENNIAL BOOK OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA 


George B. Cutter, a remark- 
ably accurate mental medium 
was bom in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, July 18, 1873. His 
mediumship began to evidence 
at the age of 5 but no one 
quite understood what was 
happening. The family physi- 
cian decided he was develop- 
ing a high strung nervous 
temperament and cautioned 
against his entering school or 
having playmates until he was 
7 years old. At 13 years of 
age, he attended a public 
Spiritualist seance in charge of 
Rev. F. A. Wiggin, at which 
meeting he received very evi- 
dential tests from forbears 
whom he had never’seen. A 
spirit talking to him through 
Rev. Wiggin asked him to pro- 
mise, to enter the field of 
Spiritualism, to promise to 
give what they gave him but 
never to add to or take from, 
but to give it exactly as received 
regardless of public or other 
opinion. This amused him and 


he laughed outright, never ex- 
pecting to have anything to do 
with it. Four years passed, and 
while a guest in the home of 
Henry W. Smith, in Greenwich, 
Mass., he was asked to give a 
musical selection for a recep- 
tion. He became entranced, 
gave 80 messages and a talk. 
He was immediately engaged 
for platform work, so from 17 
years of age on he DID be- 
come a Spiritualist worker, 
one of the best known and 
ablest in the field until his 
passing in May, 1943. He will 
be remembered as Pastor of 
the Third Spiritualist Church 
of Philadelphia, Pa.; of the 
Way Memorial Temple, 
Wheeling, W. Va.; First Spiri- 
tualist Temple, Columbus, 
Ohio; Platform Lecturer and 
Message Bearer at Camps Etna, 
Maine; Ashley, Ohio; Chester- 
field, Indiana; and Lily Dale, 
N. Y. For many years he was a 
Missionary-at-large for the 
N.S.A. QO 
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NEWS 
and 


VIEWS 


The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence’ guarantees “‘life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness;”’ however, it is only 
the ‘“‘pursuit’”? of happiness 
that is guaranteed — not the 
happiness. As Americans ex- 
ercise their freedom to pursue 
happiness, historians and psy- 
chologists are studying this 
preoccupation with ‘“‘happi- 
ness.” Historian Christopher 
Lash states that we have be- 
come “a culture of com- 
petitive individualism,’’ and 
our way of life has ‘‘carried 
the logic of individualism to 
the extreme of a war of all 
against all, the pursuit of 
happiness to the dead end of 
a narcissistic preoccupation 
with the self.’’ Evidence of 
this preoccupation with the 
self is present in the extra- 
ordinary growth of the human 
potential movement, health 
clubs, self-help books, and 
psychotherapy. People have 
turned toward self-develop- 
ment to find happiness. 

12) 


*by Beverly Houser* 


Between 1946 and 1977, 
approximately 50 national 
surveys were conducted to 
determine whether or not 
Americans are happy, and to 
what degree they believe they 
are, or, are not, happy. One 
of the most comprehensive 
happiness surveys, conducted 
by Columbia University psy- 
chologist Jonathan Freedman, 
rates the following concerns in 
life according to their impor- 
tance in contributing to hap- 
piness: (1) social elements — 
marriage, friends; (2) economic 
elements — job, income; and 
(3) personal elements—success, 
personal development, accom- 
plishment. 

Thus, the pursuit of hap- 
piness continues until man 
decides that ‘‘It is not easy to 
find happiness in ourselves, 
and it is not possible to find it 
elsewhere.” — Agnes Rapplier. 

The Living Light philoso- 
phy teaches that happiness is 
the effect of balance and 
harmony in our lives — that 
we experience happiness when 
we are expressing our true 
being. Willa Cather sums it up 
very simply: “This is happi- 
ness; to be dissolved into 
something complete and great. 
When it comes to one, it 
comes as naturally as sleep.’ 


POTS PH 


THINK A THOUGHT 


Think a thought of beauty 
Think a thought of love 

Think a thought that raises you 
To heavenly heights above. 


Think a thought that makes you feel 
The ocean mist, the morning dew 

A gentle breeze upon your face 

A majestic mountain view. 


Think those thoughts 
And you will see 
What a difference 
Your life can be. 
-—Beverly Houser 


BEAUTY 


What a beautiful day 
Birds are chirping away 
The sky is blue 
The sun filters through 
Fluffy white clouds. 
Oh God, what did I do 
To merit such a view? 
To see your beauty every where 
Shows how much you truly care 
For all your children, 
Who someday must see 
That beauty is only a reflection 
Of Thee. 
—Beverly Houser 
13 


Zuleika escapes and later drops from exhaustion on the desert. 


The Strange Story 
of 


by Anita Silvani 


NURIMZ IMAM 


CHAPTER XXX 


THE ESCAPE OF ZULEIKA 


Continued from last issue— 

With the horrible instinct 
of their species the vultures 
knew that neither of the wo- 
men was yet dead, and they 
hovered near, waiting till the 
final moment of dissolution 
ere they attacked their prey. 

Then, as the night wore 
slowly on, there came another 
sound than the vultures’ cries 
to break the stillness. It was 
the trampling of horses’ feet, 
and the sound of men’s voices 
shouting, as they sought for 
the deserted women. The 
Nubian slave had been for- 
tunate in his quest, and had 
found, not alone the water 
that he sought, but the en- 
campment of Prince Ahmed 
and his troops. 

Zuleika heard the voices 
as one hears in a dream. She 
heard them approach and then 
die away, yet she could not 
rouse herself enough to give 
one feeble cry in answer. She 
14 


knew the sounds betokened 
life and hope, yet could not 
make a sign to guide them to 
her. Again and yet again they 
drew near, then died away 
again till at last the black 
cloud of vultures hovering 
above the dead camel and the 
dying women caught the eyes 
of the seekers, and with a loud 
shout the horsemen galloped 
forward. 

Another moment = and 
Zuleika’s rigid limbs were being 
chafed by friendly hands, and 
water was poured drop by 
drop between the swollen lips. 
Her veil had been drawn aside, 
and as she revived her eyes 
met those of a handsome 
young man, none other than 
Prince Ahmed himself, who 
had ridden to her assistance 
when he heard who it was who 
lay dying in the desert. 

With tender care Zuleika 
was placed upon one of the 
horses and supported by the 


THE STRANGE STORY OF AHRINZIMAN 


Prince, who was much struck 
by her exceeding beauty, and 
as she had now revived suf- 
ficiently to sit up when thus 
supported, Ahmed lost no 
time in returning with her to 


his followers, and setting forth 
with my fugitive wife. 

As for the poor faithful 
Bamba, she was past all aid, 
and expired even while her 
rescuers stood over her. 


CHAPTER XXXI—MY ENEMIES 


In one of the upper cham- 
bers of her kinsman’s house, 
Artemisia awaited the coming 
of Zuleika. Since she had sent 
her servants forth to help her 
the Queen had never ceased to 
watch for her arrival, even 
long before it was possible 
that she could even have es- 
caped. A hundred times a day 
would Artemisia wander to 
the casement and look forth 
over the broad stretch of 
country it commanded, to see 
if there was any sign of the ex- 
pected cavalcade. Those who 
had known the beautiful 
Queen in the days of her glory 
found it difficult to recognize 
her now, so greatly was she 
changed. Twenty years of 
ordinary life would not so 
have aged her. The clear pallor 
of her skin had changed to a 
dull leaden hue. The hand- 
some acquiline features had 
become sharp and prominent, 
and bore the semblance of a 
bird of prey. The cheeks, once 
so round, so smooth, were 
sunken and wrinkled. The 


white forehead furrowed. The 
perfect figure wasted and 
angular, while the eyes 
wandered restlessly to and fro, 
and glittered with a wild fire 
that was almost that of in- 
sanity. The long masses of 
dark hair, once so admired, so 
carefully arranged, so_ be- 
comingly dressed, now hung 
loose and neglected upon her 
shoulders, giving an added 
wildness to her appearance. 

Ever and anon as she 
wandered aimlessly back and 
forward she struck her bosom 
with her clenched hand, utter- 
ing a low, strange moan as of 
some animal in pain, and call- 
ing again and again upon the 
name of her dead son. 

“Oh, Selim! Selim!” she 
wailed, ‘“‘where art thou now, 
my son? Hath Paradise opened 
its gates to thee, and left me 
behind to drag out mine exis- 
tence alone? Can it be that 
Ahriman hath taken thee, be- 
cause thou wert my son, and I 
have sinned so that the gates 
of Heaven can never open at 
(continued page 17) 15 
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reedom — The path of 

freedom: As the _ soul 
climbs the steps of justifica- 
tion to attain the lessons 
necessary for its eternal free- 
dom, it enters the halls of 
judgment where the payment 
for desires of the form are 
weighed on the scales of 
reason, and the law of retri- 
bution is fulfilled in total 
consideration and acceptance 
of the true purpose of being. 


D ivine Love is the expres- 
sion of Infinite Intelli- 
gence in harmonious action. 


E xpression — The law of 
expression is the law of 
creation. 

16 


magination — The pro- 
i cess by which a sense 
function becomes a_= soul 
faculty is known as imagination 
and that is why it is called the 
doorway to the world of spirit. 


aughter is the stream of 
God. 


aivety — To be naive is to 
N protect and defend one’s 
own judgements. 


‘i ranquility is the absence 
of fascination and the 
fulfillment of the soul. 
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my touch? I would even that 
thou shouldst go to Hell rather 
than to Heaven, yea even 
though it were to the suffer- 
ings of Hell, for then thou and 
I should meet. Can Paradise 
have a place for thee? Within 
its gates I can never enter. If 
thou, Oh my son, mine only 
son, dost love thy mother 
even as she loves thee, thou 
wilt welcome the dark depths 
of Hell and all its horrors 
where thou wouldst dwell 
with me rather than the 
glorious scenes of Paradise 
where we would be parted. Oh 
Selim, child of my soul! Be- 
loved of all my loveless years, 
do thou return to me, or let 
God have mercy upon me and 
let my soul go forth to thee.” 

She sank upon the floor 
with a long wailing cry of 
anguish and rocked herself 
backwards and forwards in her 
despair, calling now in softest 
caressing tones and anon with 
frantic wildness upon the lost 
Selim. 

Suddenly she was aroused 
from her solitary grief by the 
sound of bustle and excite- 
ment in the court yard below. 
There was the loud trampling 
of horses, and the sound of 
men’s voices, and as_ she 
sprang up and hurried to the 
window she beheld Prince 
Ahmed assisting a_ closely 


veiled woman to alight from 
her horse, and in the graceful 
veiled figure she had no diffi- 
culty in recognizing Zuleika. 

With an exclamation of 
savage joy Artemisia hurried 
from the room, and meeting 
the party on their way to her, 
they all returned together to 
the room, the once stately 
Queen laying aside all 
attempts at Royal state in her 
eager haste and fierce longing 
to know what Zuleika could 
tell her. 

To Artemisia she _ there- 
fore said that she felt sure I 
had caused Selim to be slain, 
even if I had not, with my 
own hands, killed him, for I 
had boasted to her that I had 
seen him die. 

“Who,” cried Zuleika, 
“knows better than the un- 
happy Zuleika what fearful 
spells Ahrinziman can cast 
over those he would destroy, 
what dread powers he can call 
upon to aid him in his wicked 
designs. Have I not, alas! 
known for years how terrible 
were the things he could do, 
yet was my tongue always 
tied, and myself constrained 
by the influence he had over 
me. I thank God that the spell 
is broken at last, and that I 
can speak freely to your High- 
ness, and say that the hand 
which slew thy son was the 
hand of Ahrinziman.”’ 
(continued page 19) 17 
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QUESTIONS ON THE MARTYRDOM OF JESUS 


Moses, however, gave out his 
impressions as absolute author- 
ity; not to be questioned. But 
men have learned better; pro- 
gression has been made even in 
Religion. We do not now give 
out such communications as 
authority; but as that which 
should be questioned — believ- 
ing that portions of every 
communication are always 
good — as aids and stepping- 
stones to better things. 

But were the Jews not 
more acceptable to Jesus than 
other people? 

In the New Testament I 
find a continuation of the 
same unfortunate testimony 
concerning the Jews. Isaiah’s 
testimony was entirely cor- 
roborated and confirmed by 
Jesus; in words with which 
most Bible-readers are familiar. 
They are to be found in 
Matthew’s report: “Woe unto 
18 


you scribes, Pharisees, hypo- 


crites”” — that is, editors, con- 
servatives, all mere profession- 
ists — ‘‘for ye shut up the 


kingdom of heaven against 
men. Ye neither go in your- 
selves, neither suffer ye them 
that are entering to go in. Woe 
unto you scribes, Pharisees, 
hypocrites,” — editors, con- 
servatives, speculatists, profes- 
sional men — “for ye devour 
widows’ houses”’ — now think 
of South and Wall Streets, 
New York — “and for pre- 
tence make long prayers” — 
Trinity church directly in 
front of Wall Street — ‘“‘there- 
fore ye shall receive the greater 
condemnation.” The word 
“condemnation”’ is very posi- 
tive and appropriate here; but 
would not be proper out of 
this connection; it would else- 
where sound like an oath; but 
here it looks like a cannon-ball 
(continued page 40) 
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Artemisia gave a_ shrill 
laugh of derision as she heard 
the conclusion of Zuleika’s 
speech, and her voice was 
fierce with anger as she replied: 

“If thou hast no more 
than that to tell me thou 
needst not have come so far, 
thou mightest have lain and 
rotted in thy prison ere I 
would have sent help to thee. 
For long I have known that 
Ahrinziman killed my _ son 
with his foul spells. In the 
hour Selim died I knew it, and 
I live now only that I may 
bring this murderer to a fate as 
tragic, and an end more linger- 
ing and painful, than was the 
end of my poor son. If thou 
canst tell me what were the 
means whereby this husband 
who hath cast thee off, thou 
paltry schemer, used to pro- 
cure his ends, speak on, but if 
not, if thou hast no more to 
tell me than I know already, 
then, by the Heavens above us, 
thou shalt find thou hast but 
changed one prison for an- 
other, one condition of sorrow 
for one yet more hopeless. 
Trifle not with me. Thou didst 
lead my son unto his death. 
But for thee and thy hateful 
charms he had been alive now 
to bless my life, not dead and 
cold and gone to leave me in 
despair.”’ 

Her voice shook, and she 


ended her angry speech in a 
wild burst of sorrow for her 
son, while Ahmed and Zuleika, 
scarce knowing how to answer 
her, stood silently by. The 
Queen’s mood changed, and 
she turned again to Zuleika 
with mock courtesy, as she 
said: 

“Come now, tell me all 
thy news, rehearse to me the 
story of thy life with this most 
wonderful Ahrinziman. Or 
stay, I should perhaps rather 
tell thee the latest news. I for- 
got that thou in thy captivity 
canst have heard but little of 
his fine doings. It must surely 
give thee pleasure to know 
that this man, to whom thou 
wert so true, so exemplary a 
wife, hath risen to the loftiest 
height of power and popular- 
ity since he cast thee off. All 
men praise him: all say that 
since the days of Darius the 
Great there hath not arisen a 
King so fit to add to the 
glories of Persia and restore to 
her that position among 
nations which was _ slipping 
from her. They praise his 
military talents, his dauntless 
courage, his tact and kingly 
address. They praise his person, 
and say how handsome is this 
man, how gracious, how full 
of resource, how capable of 
governing, how strong of will, 
yet how generous of purpose. 
Do I not speak truly, Ahmed? 
(continued page 21) 19 
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PRACTICAL ADVICE TO SENSITIVES—CONTINUED 


Continued from last issue— 

A French writer in ‘Les 
Grands Horizons de la Vie’ 
emphasizes the same point: He 
says: ‘“‘We urge beginners in 
their own interest not to take 
up the pencil (i.e., for auto- 
matic writing) or to sit at a 
table (for communications) at 
any free moment, without 
rhyme or reason, for disorder 
in experiment is one of the 
first and most serious dangers 
to be avoided. An absolutely 
strict rule should be made not 
to attempt the effort more 
than once every other day.’ 

The communications that 
are received by the various 
forms of passive, impressional, 
automatic, and_ inspirational 
writing must not be regarded 
as valuable merely because of 
the conditions under which 
they were obtained, nor be- 
cause of their spirit origin, real 
or supposed. 

‘Under all circumstances 
20 


receive with the utmost re- 
serve and caution long-winded 
communications from notable 
characters who .claim to be 
“Napoleon Bonaparte,” ““Lord 
Bacon,” ‘‘Socrates,’’ or other 
great personages; for, in the 
majority of cases, the value of 
the communication is exactly 
the reverse of the importance 
of the name attached.’ (Practi- 
cal Occultism by J. J. Morse) 
This applies to automatic 
writings quite as much as to 
spoken messages. Judge the 
statements made by the ordi- 
nary standards, apart alto- 
gether from their claimed 
exalted origin; if rational, 
beautiful, and spiritually help- 
ful and enlightening, they are 
worth having on their own 
merits; but if they are un- 
reasonable, wild and dogmatic, 
or pretentious and flattering, 
they should be discarded; and 
unless they change their 
character after repeated 
(continued page 28) 
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Is it not thus that men speak 
of the man who hath thrust 
thee aside, and whom thou in 
thy tum wouldst pull down 
from his high estate? Doth it 
not please thee to think he is 
so popular that thine own 
chance beside his is but small? 
Thou art alike the illegitimate 
offspring of El] Jazid, but un- 
like thee, Ahrinziman was the 
chosen son, the well beloved 
of my once husband, while 
thou wert set aside. Surely it 
must give thee pleasure to 
know it was for no unworthy 
object? And for thee, Zuleika, 
most beautiful, most graceful 
of courtesans, thou must feel 
pleasure to know that Ahrinzi- 
man hath taken unto himself 
six of the most beautiful 
maidens in all Persia, to fill 
that place in his heart which 
thou didst hold alone? When 
he wearies of the charms of 
one he can try the fascinations 
of another, whereas thou had- 
st charms enough to hold his 
fancy by thine own beauty 
alone. Thou mightest have 
been as great a Queen as the 
most royally born, had it not 
been that thou didst bestow 
thy valuable affections upon 
my son — my murdered son. 
Oh, thou fool! Thou vain fool! 
Thou wretched trifler with 
men’s hearts,”’ said the Queen, 
lapsing again into her hot 


anger, ‘‘haste thee and tell me 
all thou hast to tell, for the 
same air cannot be breathed 
by thee and me, thy presence 
stifles me, and thou hadst best 
be swiftly gone.” 

Trembling with apprehen- 
sion, yet watching anxiously 
the face of Ahmed to know 
what help she might expect 
from him, Zuleika told of my 
life with Jelal-ud-din so far as 
she knew it. What she had to 
say sounded vague and trifling 
before such fierce impatient 
questioning as Artemisia sub- 
jected her to, and she felt that 
her sole hope must now be in 
the good offices of Prince 
Ahmed on her behalf, and after 
a few moments of terrible sus- 
pense Zuleika burst into a pas- 
sion of tears, and was over- 
come by faintness, half real 
and half assumed, as an escape 
from further questioning, while 
she petitioned to be allowed a 
few hours in which to recover 
from her fatigue and collect her 
thoughts. The angry Queen 
therefore called one of her wo- 
men and bade her conduct Zu- 
leika to a chamber where she 
could rest for a little. As she 
was about to leave the presence 
of Artemisia Zuleika contrived 
to make a sign to the Prince 
that she desired to speak with 
him, and as he gave her a ges- 
ture of acquiescence in retum, 
Zuleika departed a little reas- 
sured. (continued next issue) 21 
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DISCOURSE VI. 


SPIRITUAL DELIVERANCE 


Continued from last issue— 
Ancient heroes and wise men 
have been deified by suc- 
ceeding generations, and 
adored with all the ardor of 
the strongest affection, and 
their claims have been defend- 
ed with the most enthusiastic 
zeal. Such being the material 
views of ancient worshipers of 
idolized statues and heroes, 
the translation of these deified 
objects to a future state was 
comparatively easy and 
natural. 

From this false idea arose 
the doctrine of the literal res- 
urrection of the dead — a 
doctrine maintained by re- 
ligious denominations at the 
present time. The immortal 
principle dwelling within the 
human breast, has ever main- 
tained in the world the truth 
of man’s immortal destiny. In 
22 


an undeveloped state of man- 
kind, this principle, being but 
imperfectly unfolded, did not 
conceive of the glorious doc- 
trine of a transition from the 
earthly to a spiritual body. It 
did not conceive that in the 
order of Nature, which is the 
order of God, the lower 
evolves the higher, and that 
this process is continued until 
the ultimate is reached in the 
highest possible attainment of 
any given species. Gradually, 
however, the growing light of 
increasing development burst 
asunder the darkness that so 
long had enshrouded the hu- 
man mind, and spread the 
gloom of sorrow over the 
dearest affections of man’s 
heart. 

The advent of Jesus was 
accompanied with celestial 
rays of divine illumination; 
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and so dazzling was the light, 
that the mental perceptions of 
the people were not qualified 
to appreciate his mission. 
Hence he declared that ‘“‘the 
darkness comprehended not’”’ 
his instructions. So un- 
developed were even his own 
disciples, that they frequently 
perverted his teachings — a 
practice of extensive preval- 
ence at the present time. 

We will now examine the 
subject of man’s resurrection, 
and the teachings of the 
Scriptures, with reference to 
this doctrine. Christ asserts 
the great truth that “all live 
unto Him;”’ that is, unto God 
the Father and Friend of man- 
kind. From the _ celestial 
heights whence Infinite Wis- 
dom looks upon all his works 
and upon the operations of 
his laws in producing changes 
and progressive ascensions in 
all systems and beings, the 
truth is conspicuous that there 
is no death, but that “‘all live 
unto him.” Jesus also declares 
that those who are raised from 
the dead, ‘‘are equal unto the 
angels,” that they are ‘“‘the 
children of God,” and “‘chil- 
dren of the resurrection.” As 
angels have no physical bodies 


(such as the Sadducees sup- 
posed that those who were 
raised from the dead must 
have), and as those who are 
raised from the dead are ‘“‘like”’ 
or ‘‘equal to the angels;” 
hence it follows that the doc- 
trine of a resurrection does 
not necessarily include the 
resuscitation of the earthly 
form. 

This subject is presented 
in its true light by Paul in his 
letter to the Corinthians. The 
answer to the questions, ‘‘How 
are the dead raised up, and 
with what body do _ they 
come?’’ will unfold the whole 
subject. 1. How are the dead 
raised up? The answer is, by a 
natural process. ‘““That which 
thou sowest is not quickened, 
except it die’ — or is sub- 
jected to a change. ‘“‘And that 
which thou sowest’’ does not 
itself arise, but it germinates 
and bears according to _ its 
kind. But the figure here fails 
to illustrate the idea, and he 
declares that ‘“‘God giveth it a 
body as it hath pleased him, 
and to every seed his own 
body;”’ i.e., to every immortal 
spirit, “his own _ spiritual 
body,” the enduring temple of 
his eternal habitation. 
(continued next issue) 
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—The Wise One 
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EXCERPT FROM ZARATHUSTRA BY NIETZSCHE 


The Living Light teaching 
that “‘with the blessings which 
come from on high, come also 
its balance, responsibility,” 
is demonstrated in the follow- 
ing excerpt from Nietzsche’s 
book ‘“‘Zarathustra,’’ in which 
Zarathustra speaks to the sun: 

“Having attained the age 
of thirty, Zarathustra left his 
home and the lake of his home 
and went into the mountains. 
Then he rejoiced in his spirit 
and his loneliness, and for ten 
years did not grow weary of it. 
But at last his heart turned — 
one moming he got up with 
the dawn and stepped into the 
presence of the Sun and thus 
spake unto him: ‘Thou great 
star! What would be thy hap- 
piness were it not for those for 
whom thou shinest? For ten 
years thou hast come up here 
to my cave. Thou wouldst 
have got sick of thy light and 
thy journey but for me, mine 
eagle and my serpent. But we 
waited for thee every morming 
and received from thee abun- 
dance, blessed thee for it. Lo! 
I am weary of my wisdom, 
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like the bee that hath collect- 
ed too much honey; I need 
hands reaching out for it. I 
would fain grant and dis- 
tribute it until the wise among 
men could once more enjoy 
their folly, and the poor once 
more their riches. For that end 
I must descend to the depth, 
as thou dost at even, when 
sinking behind the sea thou 
givest light to the lower 
regions, thou resplendent star! 

“IT must, like thee, go 
down, as men say — men to 
whom I would descend. Then 
bless me, thou impassive eye, 
that canst look without envy 
even upon excessive happi- 
ness. Bless the cup which is 
soon to overflow, so that the 
golden water flowing out of it 
may carry everywhere the re- 
flection of thy rapture. Lo! 
this cup is about to empty 
itself again, and Zarathustra 
will once more become a 
man.’ Thus Zarathustra’s going 
down began.”’ 


O love divine, a servant be 

Til selfishness imprisons me 

And warps the reason of my mind 
Into the madness of the blind, 


When truth cries out, 
“Not mine, but thine” 


And frees my soul with love divine. 
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DIVINE HEALING PRAYER 


| accept that the Divine Healing Power 
Is removing all obstructions 

From my mind and body 

And is restoring me to perfect 

Health, wealth and happiness. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 

For the Divine Law of Acceptance 
That is healing both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help. 

Peace, the power that healeth, 

Is guiding my thoughts, acts and deeds, 
As God and | go hand in hand 

Living a life of joyful abundance. 


we 


VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


continued from page 8 
natural Home among the holy 
stars. 

We sometimes read — es- 
pecially in some of the earlier 
newspapers and pamphlets de- 
voted to ‘communications’ 
with the departed — of intelli- 
gence being received through 
mediums from spirits in the 
fifth, sixth, or even “seventh 
sphere.’’ But how does this 
claim seem to you while you 
fail to realize the interval (of 
both time and space) between 
the earth and our sun’s great 
mother, Alcyone? What do 
you think when you are told 
this truth, namely: The stellar 
distance just mentioned, when 
compared with the whole mag- 
nitude of the Summerland, is 
the distance between New 
York and Buffalo compared to 
the earth’s whole circumfer- 
ence? Now think how many 
thousands, yea, how many 
millions of human beings are 
bor, bred, matured, and 
buried within the limited 
space which separates these 
two American cities? How 
many men and women — some 
of them very high in society 
and culture — who live a long 
life without travelling three 
thousand miles from Paris, 
London, Liepzig, St. Peters- 
burg, or even one hundred 
leagues from the country and 
localities in which they were 
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bom and nurtured? Suppose 
now that, instead of dying at 
the end of three-score and ten 
years, these same men and 
women had lived through as 
many centuries: In what res- 
pect, of from what new causes, 
would they become greater 
travellers? How far from the 
home of their childhood did 
the earth’s early tribes or races 
journey during hundreds and 
thousands of years? America, 
so to speak, is a discovery of 
yesterday! 

And while I write, al- 
though the earth has been in- 
habited tens upon tens of 
thousands of years, and real 
human progress has_ been 
steadily realized during ll 
these vast stretches of time; 
yet no human feet have ever 
stood upon the globe’s north 
centre, and many mountains 
have never yet been climbed 
by man, and millions of square 
miles of our common earth are 
yet to be sought and explored! 

With these fundamental 
facts in human nature and in 
human history, and from which 
human nature as long as it shall 
exist will never radically depart, 
I ask (those who question me) 
what think you of your pro- 
clivities and opportunities to be 
sufficiently “‘entertained”’ and 
“occupied”? and ‘‘advanced,”’ 
after you shall have become a 
resident of the supernal sphere? 
(continued next issue) 
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We are responsible for the 
health that we are experienc- 
ing in life, whether it be good 
or ill health. When we start to 
make changes in our thoughts 
and attitudes which are nega- 
tive and therefore detrimental 
to our health, and we begin to 
express more positive attitudes 
and thoughts on a daily basis, 
we will begin to experience 
better health in our lives. 

Every time we_ have 
thoughts that are not positive, 
we tend to feel unhappy with 
ourselves and others around 
us. If we could redirect our 
energy to God by forgetting 
ourselves, we will begin to 
change the experiences we are 
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having in our lives to ones of 
abundance, perfect health and 
happiness. 

Life can be really beautiful 
when we make the constant, 
daily effort to think positive, 
happy thoughts and change 
our attitudes; for we alone are 
responsible for everything that 
happens to us, not everyone 
around and about us. They are 
only the effects; we are truly 
the cause and being the cause, 
we can change ourselves at any 
given moment by accepting 
this responsibility and making 
the effort to rise above our 
self levels and come closer to 
God. oO 


He who sees dimly finds responsibility a great burden, 
but he who has vision knows God's eternal joy. 


—The Wise One 
27 


A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP 


continued from page 20 
experiments, your attention 
should be turned in some 
other direction. 
Planchette and Ouija Boards 
To assist in the develop- 
ment of latent capabilities for 
writing mediumship, various 
mechanical devices have been 
constructed, the most popular 
of these being the Planchette, 
a heart-shaped little board 
which has two legs, with 
wheels at the end, attached to 
the broader part. Near the 
pointed end is a hole, into 
which a piece of pencil is in- 
serted. A large sheet of paper 
having been spread upon the 
table, the sitter or sitters (two 
people often use it) lay their 
hands, or the tips of their fin- 
gers, lightly upon the upper 
surface and await results. If 
sitters are sufficiently medi- 
umistic the instrument will 
begin to move, slowly at first, 
but faster and more decidedly 
later, and probably, after some 
preliminary strokes, circles, 
etc., it will settle down as if 
guided by an unseen hand and 
begin to write. Sitters need to 
be patient. They may have to 
wait some time — even to try, 
try, try again. If it will not 
move for one person it will 
probably do so for another. 
When it does move do not be 
too hasty in asking questions 
— do not expect to get tests 
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right away. Some people feel 
that the Planchette moves of 
itself, so to speak, as it it were 
alive; with others the impulse 
to movement seems to be 
given as from their arms. Sit- 
ters occasionally do not know 
what has been written until 
the Planchette is removed and 
the writing deciphered; others 
get the thought of what is 
about to be written simultan- 
eously with the movements. 
Scarcely two mediums have 
exactly the same experiences, 
therefore experiment, wait, 
persevere, until you get into 
clear communication with In- 
telligences who have gained 
pretty full control of the in- 


’ strument, and are able to give 


you satisfactory messages. The 
Planchette may be used as a 
‘Ouija’ by laying down a sheet 
of paper upon which the 
letters of the alphabet have 
been written or printed in a 
fairly large semicircle, the 
words ‘yes’ or ‘no’ being writ- 
ten at either end, and figures 
from 1 to 9 written straight 
across a little lower down. Now 
remove the pencil and insert a 
small moderately sharpened 
stick as a pointer and the 
Planchette may run about, 
point to letters or numbers, 
answer your questions by 
standing at ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ or 
messages may be spelt out as 
you watch its movements. 
(continued next issue) 
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continued from page 4 
counterpart I was very 
familiar — we found quite a 
large crowd of dark spirits as- 
sembled, listening to some 
sort of proclamation. Evident- 
ly it was one which excited 
their derision and anger for 
there were yells, and hoots, 
and cries resounding on all 
sides, and as I drew yet more 
near I perceived it was one 
which had been read recently 
in the earthly counterpart, and 
had for its object the further 
liberation and advancement of 
the people — an object which, 
down here in this stronghold 
of oppression and tyranny, 
only provoked a desire for its 
suppression and these dark 
beings around me were vowing 
themselves to thwart the good 
purpose as far as lay in their 
power. The more men were 
oppressed and the more that 
they quarreled and fought 
against the oppression with 
violence, the stronger were 
these beings here below to 
interfere in their affairs and to 
stir up strife and fightings 
among them. The more men 
became free and enlightened 
and improved, the less chance 
was there that these dark 
spirits would be drawn to 
earth by the kindling of kin- 
dred passions there and thus 
be enabled to mingle with and 
control men for their own evil 
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purposes. These dark beings 
delight in war, misery and 
bloodshed, and are ever eager 
to return to earth to kindle 
men’s fierce cruel passions 
afresh. In times of great — 
national oppression and revolt 
when the heated passions of 
men are inflamed to fever 
heat, these dwellers of the 
depths are drawn up to earth’s 
surface by the force of kin- 
dred desires, and excite and 
urge on revolutions, which, 
begun at first from motives 
that are high and pure and 
noble, will under the stress of 
passion and the instigation of 
these dark beings from the 
lower sphere become at last 
mere excuses for wild butch- 
eries and excesses of every 
kind. By these very excesses a 
reaction is created, and these 
dark demons and those whom 
they control are in their turn 
swept away by the higher 
powers, leaving a wide track of 
ruin and suffering to mark 
where they have been. Thus in 
these lowest Hells a _ rich 
harvest is reaped of unhappy 
souls who have been drawn 
down along with the evil 
spirits that tempted them. 

As I stood watching the 
crowd Faithful Friend drew 
my attention to a group of 
spirits who were pointing over 
at us and evidently meditated 
addressing us. 

(continued page 32) 


Serenity 


Life is but a dream. It is 
the effect of our own aspira- 
tions and desires. We are the 
cause of all things which occur 
in our lives. We are even the 
reason we look this way, and 
the reason we are on earth. 

Our soul evolves through 
expression in form, and 
chooses its own lessons prior 
to incarnation. It is ever there 
to guide us, for it knows its 
true intent. 

Our thoughts, on the other 
hand, are temporal things, and 
do not understand the soul’s 


Students 


by Hilda D. Gibsor®* 


expression, for it expresses 
from the heart. 

The soul evolves through 
the planets on the path of 
evolutionary incarnation. Each 
planet has its own particular 
evolutionary lessons. 

Earth, the fifth planet in 
our universe, offers the great 
lesson of faith. It takes great 
faith to accept a_ greater 
authority than our own limita- 
tions. But faith brings poise 
through humility, and then 
health, wealth, and happiness 
are guaranteed. Oo 


Editor’s Note — The SENTINEL extends its appreciation to the 
many students of the Serenity concept of Spiritualism who con- 
tribute their articles to this magazine, sharing their understanding 
with our readers. Student articles are recognized by an asterisk. * 
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continued from page 32 

“I shall go,”’ said he, “‘for a 
few moments and leave you to 
speak with them alone. It will 
be better to do so, for they 
may recognize me as having 
been here before, and I would 
wish you to see them by your- 
self. I shall not, however, be 
far away, and will meet you 
again later when I see that I 
can help you by doing so. At 
this moment something tells 
me to leave you for a little.” 

As he spoke he moved 
away, and the dark spirits 
drew near to me with every 
gesture of friendliness. I 
thought it as well to respond 
with politeness, though in my 
heart I felt the most violent 
repugnance to their company, 
they were so repulsive looking, 
so horrible in their wicked, 
leering ugliness. 

One touched me on the 
shoulder, and as I tumed to 
him with a dim sense of having 
seen him before he laughed — 
a wild horrid laugh — and 
cried out: “I hail thee, friend 
— who I see dost not so well 
remember me as I do thee, 
though it was upon the earth 
plane we met before. I, as well 
as others, then sought hard to 
be of service to thee, only 
thou wouldst have none of our 
help, and played us, methinks, 
but a scurvy trick instead. 
None the less for this, we, who 
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are as lambs, didst thou but 
know us, have forgiven thee.” 

Another also drew near, 
leering in my face with a smile 
perfectly diabolical, and said . 
“So ho! You are here after all, 
friend, in this nice land with 
us. Then surely you must have 
done something to merit the 
distinction? Say whom you 
have killed or caused to be 
killed, for none are here who 
cannot claim at least one slain 
by them, while many of us can 
boast of a procession as long 
as the ghosts that appeared to 
Macbeth, and others again — 
our more distinguished 
citizens — count their slain by 
hundreds. Did you kill that 
one after all? — ha! ha! ha!” 
and he broke into such a wild 
horrible peal of laughter that I 
turned to fly from them — for 
like a flash had come across 
my mind the memory of that 
time when I, too, could have 
been almost a murderer, and I 
recognized in these horrible 
beings those who had _ sur- 
rounded me and counseled me 
how to fulfil my desire — how 
to wreak my vengeance even 
though no earthly form was 
still mine. I recoiled from 
them but they had no thought 
to let me go. I was here — 
drawn down, as they hoped, at 
last — and they sought to keep 
me with them that I might 
afford them some sport and 
(continued page 34) 
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continued from page 32 

they might avenge themselves 
upon me for their former 
defeat. 

I read in their minds this 
thought, though outwardly 
they were crowding around 
me with every protestation of 
hearty friendliness. For a mo- 
ment I was at a loss what to 
do. Then I resolved to go with 
them and see what they in- 
tended, watching at the same 
time for the first opportunity 
to free myself from them. I 
therefore suffered them to 
take me by an arm each, and 
we proceeded towards a large 
house on one side of the 
square which they said was 
theirs, and where they would 
have the pleasure of introduc- 
ing me to their friends. Faith- 
ful Friend passed close to us 
and looking at me impressed 
the warning. 

“Consent to go, but be- 
ware of entering into any of 
their enjoyments or allowing 
your mind to be dragged down 
to the level of theirs.” 

We entered and passed up 
a wide staircase of greyish 
stone, which like all things 
here bore the marks and stains 
of shame and crime. The 
broad steps were broken and 
imperfect, with holes here and 
there large enough, some of 
them, to let a man through 
into the black dungeon-like 
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depths beneath. As we passed 
up I felt one of them give me a 
sly push just as we were step- 
ping over one of these, and 
had I not been watching for 
some such trick I might have 
been tripped up and pushed 
in. As it was I simply drew 
aside and my too officious 
companion narrowly escaped 
tumbling in himself, whereat 
the rest all laughed and he 
scowled savagely at me. I 
recognized him just then as 
the one whose hand had been 
shriveled in the silver ring of 
fire drawn around my darling 
on the occasion when her love 
had drawn me to her and 
saved me from yielding to 
these dark fiends. This spirit 
held his hand carefully hidden 
upon his black cloak, yet I 
could see through it, and I 
beheld the shriveled hand and 
arm, and knew then that I 
might indeed beware of its 
owner. 

At the top of the stair- 
case we passed into a large 
magnificient room, lighted up 
by a glare of fire and hung 
around with dark draperies 
which were in perfect rags and 
tatters and all splashed with 
crimson stains of wet blood, as 
though this had been the scene 
of, not one but many, murders. 
Around the rooms were placed 
ghostly phantoms of ancient 
furniture — ragged, dirty, and 
(continued page 36) 


Children’s Corner 


Adversidys are judgments of 
what you don’t understand. 
Judgments are supported by 
fear, and fear is negative faith. 
If you don’t want to be ad- 
verse than you most have 
exseptance and investigate and 
not be attracted. 

Stacey McKenzie, Age 9 


Diciplin is love and not being 
mean it is being in princepal 
and being firm. Like if you 
have done something and your 
parents correct you its being 
in princeipal and giving your 
children love. 

Lisa Toquinto, Age 11% 


Work is love made manifest. 
Love is either given selfishly 
or freely. When love is given 
selfishly people have a lose 
but when love is given freely 
there is no lose and you go on 
your way. 
Jaye Chillas, Age 14 


If you do not obey the laws 
bad things will start happening 
to you. If you are in a positive 
attitude then good things will 
happen to you. If you areina 
negative attitude then negative 
things will happen to you. If 
everybody was possitive this 
whole world would be a lot 
better. If everybody was 
negitive this world would be 
much worse. Some people are 
negative and some people are 
possitive all around us. Some- 
times people are positve and 
sometimes people are negitive. 
We should make other people 
more possitive then negitive 
people. People can be positive 
if they realy try. 

Ricky Ream, Age 10 


You have to pause to do the 
right things and you have to 
listen to the night things to 
know the right things to do. 

Michael Field, Age 9 


In keeping with Serenity’s policy to encourage expression by all its 


students, this column contains the unedited articles submitted by 


the children attending our children’s philosophy classes. — Editor 
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continued from page 34 
defaced, yet retaining in them 
a semblance to an earthly 
apartment of great pretensions 
to splendor. This room was 
filled with the spirits of men 
and women. Such men! and 
alas! such women! They had 
lost all that could ever have 
given them any claim to the 
charms and privileges of their 
sex. They were worse to look 
upon than the most degraded 
bedraggled specimens to be 
seen in any earthly slum at 
night. Only in Hell could 
women sink to such an awful 
degradation as these. The men 
were to the full as bad or even 
if possible worse, and words 
utterly fail me to describe 
them, were it indeed advisable 
to do so. They were eating, 
drinking, shouting, dancing, 
playing cards and quarreling 
over them— in short, going on 
in such a way as the worst and 
lowest scenes of earthly dis- 
sipation can but faintly 
picture. 

I could see a faint reflec- 
tion of the earthly lives of 


each, and knew that each and 
all of them, men and women 
alike, had been guilty, not 
only of shameless lives, but al- 
so of murder from one motive 
or another. On my left was 
one who had been a Duchess 
in the days of the sixteenth 
century, and I beheld that in 
her history she had from jeal- 
ousy and cupidity poisoned no 
less than six persons. Beside 
her was a man who had be- 
longed to the same era, and 
had caused several persons ob- 
noxious to him to be assas- 
sinated by his bravoes, and 
had moreover slain another 
with his own hand in a most 
treacherous manner during a 
quarrel. 

Another woman had killed 
her illegitimate child because 
it stood between her and 
wealth and position. She had 
not been many years in this 
place and seemed more over- 
come by shame and remorse 
than any of the others, so I re- 
solved if possible to get near 
to and speak to her. 
(continued next issue) 


Freedom like truth, is divinity and 
divinity is total consideration. 
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—The Wise One 


Continuation of the author’s preface to the new serialization of — 


Shost Land 


or 


RESEARCHES INTO THE MYSTERIES OF OCCULTISM 


Translated and Edited by Emma Hardinge Britten, 1897 


AUTHOR’S PREFACE 


Continued from last issue— 

The author could have 
wished that his esteemed 
editor had dispensed with the 
chapters interpolated by their 
mutual and highly valued 
friend, “John Cavendish 
Dudley;” not that any portion 
of this gentlemen’s writings 
are lacking in that strict 
fidelity to truth which has 
been the ruling genius of the 
entire work, whilst in style 
and interest they far surpass 
the attempts of a foreigner to 
express his ideas in an un- 
familiar language; but the 
author has marked with deep 
regret the many _ eulogistic 
allusions to himself with 
which Mr. Dudley’s diary is 
seasoned; and whilst he knows 
they are dictated in all sin- 
cerity by a too partial friend, 
he feels their association with 
auto-biographical sketches will 
subject him to a charge of 
vanity which is equally re- 


pulsive to his habits of 
thoughts and action. On this 
point he has no other excuse 
to offer than the all-potential 
will of his editor. Mrs. Hardinge 
Britten alleges that the diary 
of Mr. Dudley was given to her 
in the same _ unconditional 
spint as the “Ghost Land” 
papers; also, that it was not 
until she came to examine the 
MSS, separately that she dis- 
covered how intimately they 
were related and how im- 
possible it would have been 
to continue the narrative after 
the eleventh chapter without 
the assistance of Mr. Dudley’s 
journal. 

When Mrs. Hardinge Britten 
further added I will to I wish, 
the author of “Art Magic,” 
himself the strongest possible 
pleader for the omnipotence 
of will, found all his argu- 
ments on the per contra of the 
question silenced. 

With a final allegation that 
(continued page 39) 37 


FABLES: tor young and old 


THE HORSE & THE STAG 


The Stag, with his long 
sharp horns, beat the Horse in 
a fight and chased him out of 
the pasture where they used to 
feed together. So the Horse 
went to Man and made a deal 
with him. He let Man put a 
bridle in his mouth and a 
saddle on his back so the two 
of them working together 
could defeat the Stag for all 
time. 

Well, it worked perfectly 
and the Horse was delighted. 

“Thank you ever’ so 
much,” said the Horse. “If 
you will just take these things 
off me now, I'll go back to 
the pasture and not bother 


you any more. I’m ever so 
grateful for the help you have 
given me.” 

‘Wait just a minute there, 
Horse,”’ said Man. “‘I have just 
discovered that you can be 
useful. This arrangement 
works very well and whether 
you like it or not you now 
have a job for life. From now 
on you have to work for me. 
How do you like that?” “Not 
much,” thought the Horse, 
but he has had to ever since. 


The Point: Getting even 
with someone often hurts you 
more than it hurts the other 
fellow. 


When the day becomes the night 
and the night becomes the day, 
man goes beyond creation, 
sees the light and finds the way. 


—The Wise One 


Self-concern is the epitome of the ego brain mechanism 
declaring and insisting upon its superiority of reign 
to dictate to God how things shall be. 
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—The Wise One 


GHOST LAND 


continued from page 37 

though the style ofcomposition 
is all too faulty, the details are 
a faithful representation of 
facts known to and witnessed 
by many most _ honorable 
persons in the present genera- 
tion, the author gives his work 
to the winds of public opinion. 


Blow hot or cold as they will, 
they only represent the source 
from whence they come, but 
cannot make or mar the work 
they ban or bless. 


Puentes Grandes, 
The Havana, 
Isle de Cuba, 1876 


INTRODUCTION 


By the Editor 


The following series of 
papers was first prepared for 
the press in 1872, when a few 
ladies and gentlemen interest- 
ed in the cause of Spiritualism, 
and believing its interests 
would be promoted by the 
publication of a high-toned 
periodical, agreed to sustain 
me in the production of “The 
Western Star,” a magazine 
issued expressly to meet the 
above design. As soon as I had 
decided upon the expediency 
of this undertaking I applied 
to several European friends 
from whom I deemed I might 
obtain literary assistance of 
the highest value, and con- 
tributions which would be 
more fresh to my American 
readers than those of the 
writers on this side of the 
Atlantic. , 

The foremost and perhaps 
the most urgent applications I 


made were addressed to two 
gentlemen from whose friend- 
ship for me and their talent as 
writers I anticipated the most 
favorable results. I knew that 
both had enjoyed rare op- 
portunities of research into 
the realms of spiritual exis- 
tence. 

One, whom I shall hence- 
forth speak of as the Chevalier 
de B , was, as I well knew, 
a member of several Oriental 
and European societies, where 
he had enjoyed the privilege of 
initiation into the ancient 
mysteries, and opportunities 
for the study of occultism 
rarely open to modern in- 
vestigators. I had myself wit- 
nessed many evidences of this 
gentlemen’s wonderful powers 
as a seer and adept in magical 
rites, no less than what is now 
called ‘‘mediumship,” for 
every conceivable phase of 
(continued page 41) 39 
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loaded with earnest and de- 
served rebuke. This bombard- 
ment of the Jewish character 
is intensely wholesome! ‘‘Woe 
unto you scribes, Pharisees, 
and hypocrites, for ye com- 
pass sea and land to make one 
proselyte’”’ — think of the mis- 
sionary enterprise in South 
America and elsewhere — ‘“‘and 
when he is made, ye make him 
ten-fold more the child of h-ll 
(prejudice, and superstition) 
than yourselves.”” The word 
‘“‘Hell”’ in a correct version (?) 
might be rendered “discord.” 
Again Jesus says: “Woe unto 
ye scribes, Pharisees, and 
hypocrites, for ye pay tithes 
of anise, of cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters 
of the law — judgment, mercy, 
faith. These ought you to have 
done and not leave the other 
undone. Ye blind guides, 
which strain at a gnat and 
swallow a camel.” That is to 


say —Woe unto you editors, 
speculatists, conservatives, 
politicians, hypocrites, capital- 
ists, for ye prepare your minis- 
ters for the work of being 
artistically eloquent and enter- 
taining — teach them to tum 
long and beautiful periods — 
but within, ye and they are 
full of expedients, enslave- 
ments, big salaries, and ex- 
cesses of living. (This reading 
is in anticipation of the Bible 
revised and improved.) Thou 
blind Pharisee, ye who know 
nothing of spiritual worlds, 
cleanse first that which is in 
thy cup and platter, so that 
the outside of them may be al- 
so clean; woe unto youscribes, 
Pharisees, and hypocrites, for 
ye are like unto whited 
sepulchres, which appear 
beautiful, but are in reality 
full of dead men’s bones — 
fossils of ancient myths and 
decayed theologies. 


(continued next issue) 


When we stop wanting what another has, 
we will soon find what we already have. 
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Awake my soul and ever be, 
a joyous servant, God to thee. 
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spirit power. Already familiar 
with many of his remarkable 
experiences, and believing I 
could obtain still further in- 
formation on the subject from 
his intimate and near con- 
nection, an English nobleman, 
to whom I give the nom de 
plume of John Cavendish 
Dudley, I laid my case before 
both parties, soliciting from 
them such a series of papers as 
would embody their joint ex- 
periences in Spiritualism with- 
out impinging upon any points 
they might desire to reserve 
from the public eye. The 
cordial response which I ob- 
tained from these well-tried 
and valued friends was ac- 
companied, however, with 
some restrictions, the most im- 
portant of which was the posi- 
tive charge to withold their 
names, also to arrange their 
MSS. under such veiled ex- 
pressions as would effectually 
conceal their identity. Both 
gentlemen were aware that 
their personalities would be 
recognized by their own im- 
mediate circle of acquaintances 
should the narratives ever fall 
into such hands; but whilst 
they were most willing to 
oblige me, and deemed their 
remarkable experiences might 
benefit and instruct many a 
spiritualistic reader, they pro- 
tested strongly against subject- 


ing themselves to the rude 
criticism and cold _ infidelic 
sneers of an unsympathetic 
world. 

“IT would not wear my 
heart upon my sleeve for daws 
to peek at,” said my English 
friend, in the words of the im- 
mortal bard of Avon; whilst 
the Chevalier de B urged 
private and personal reasons 
still more stringent. To mask 
the identity of my authors 
then, and even maintain a 
strict incognito for all those 
associated with them, became 
the conditions upon which the 
terms of my editorship in 
these papers were founded. 

Less, perhaps, with a view 
of enlightening a generation 
which is not always prepared 
to recognize its need of en- 
lightenment, than with a de- 
sire to embellish my periodical 
with a series of papers which I 
deemed eminently worthy of 
the place assigned them, I 
cheerfully accepted the offer 
of my two friends, subject to 
the restrictions they laid upon 
me. On examining the MSS. 
committed to my charge, I 
found that I could commence 
the publication of the 
Chevalier de B *s papers in 
a serial entitled ‘‘Ghost Land,” 
and from the mass of records 
furnished me by Mr. J. C. Dud- 
ley I extracted the humorous 
and racy description of that 
(continued page 42) 41 
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gentlemen’s experiences. in 
America, to which he had 
given the caption of “‘Amongst 
the Spirits.”” The autobio- 
graphical sketches of the 
Chevalier were written origin- 
ally in German, but as I was 
not sufficiently familiar with 
that language to read or trans- 
late it, my kind friend, him- 
self an excellent linguist, en- 
gaged to fumish me with a 
literal translation — that is, to 
render his writings into ‘trough 
English,”’ and leave to me the 
task of arranging the phraseo- 
logy and construction of the 
sentences. In many instances 
I found this task unnecessary, 
although in others I have had 
much labor in re-transcribing, 
arranging, and compiling frag- 
mentary memoranda, written 
not unfrequently in French or 
imperfect English. 

As I proceeded with my 
work, [ found that the MSS. 
would be wholly incomplete 
without that of Mr. Dudley, 
and as I had the good fortune 
to be in possession of the 
latter’s journal, I selected 
from it such chapters relating 
to the Chevalier as supplied 
the hiatus in question, and en- 
abled me to form a consecu- 
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tive narrative of that gentle- 
man’s singular and eventful 
career. 

I encountered some op- 
position from both my friends 
in this course of procedure, 
the Chevalier objecting strong- 
ly to the eulogistic tone 
adopted by his friend in re- 
ference to himself, and Mr. 
Dudley urging me to say more 
on the same subject than I 
deemed it prudent to insert. 
Another and still graver diffi- 
culty in my path has been the 
necessity of transcribing a 
foreigner’s ideas and _ state- 
ments to a considerable extent 
in my own language, and 
clothing thoughts, opinions, 
and even the framework of the 
dialogues given by the author 
in my own form of expression. 
I feel keenly the loss the 
reader must sustain in many 
instances by this infusion of 
my personality into’ the 
author’s sublime and exalted 
ideality. I am aware, also, 
what a handle it affords to 
those untruthful and uncandid 
critics who see themselves in 
other’s acts, and who, being 
naturally deceptive and tricky 
themselves, cannot recognize 
truth and honesty even when 
it stares them in the face. 
(continued next issue) 
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+ humor is the salvation of the soul + 


They keep saying that women are smarter than men, but did 
you ever see a man that wore a shirt buttoned down the back? 
—Sunflower Legionnaire 


The Living Light Philosophy: Man’s limitations are revelations of 
his ignorance. 
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SERENITY EVENTS 


DINNER PARTY: OCTOBER 20, 1979 at 6:30 p.m. 

Sweden will be the theme of Serenity’s October dinner party. 
All are cordially invited to attend on Saturday, October 20 at the 
American Legion Log Cabin in San Anselmo. The social hour will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. 
BAKE SALE: OCTOBER 27, 1979 — all day 


The monthly bake sale will be held at the Pacheco Plaza 
Shopping Center in Ignacio. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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